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But considering that she was to have an operation to-morrow
morning, Dorothy was quite cheerful. I have still been reading
Sinclair Lewis's " Elmer Gantry ", which is still a very lively
and readable affair.
Sunday, March zoth.
The nurse for Dorothy's operation was here about 8 o'clock,
and soon D.'s bedroom was transformed into an operating-room.
I walked for about 40 minutes, saw Dorothy, and began to
write my chapter at noon precisely. I wrote about 750 words.
Saw Dorothy again and then at intervals I wrote more words.
Nurse had been sitting in the drawing-room and elsewhere for a
change. When she returned to the bedroom I returned to my
study, and finished my chapter, and counted the words. I had
written a complete chapter of 1,700 words, and was fairly
assuaged and content. Then went and had my own dinner
and drank some Burgundy, and read Sinclair Lewis's " Elmer
Gantry ", which is acutely alive and readable. Then I saw
Dorothy again, and came downstairs and had half of one of my
new Partaga cigars. I saw Dorothy again, previous to her
being arranged for the night. I came back to my study and
finished my cigar, and read more " Elmer Gantry ". Finally I
got to bed by n p.m. but with the expectancy of a disturbed
night. I didn't spend one penny of petty cash aJU day. It was
a satisfactory day, considering all circumstances, and I had done
a day's work sufficient for even an absolutely free day.
Monday, March zist.
I've written 20,000 words in the last twelve days. I had to
order the meals and wrestle with the French cook this morning.
Also I had a highly disturbing letter from F. C. B. about a wild
project of his for coming to London ; which upset me. So that
by 10.30, after I had seen Dorothy twice, although I had had a
very calm pre-prandial time (from 6.30 to 8.30), I was beginning
to have a headache and felt dans tous mes etats. I went out
for an idea-finding walk, and got to the South Kensington
Museum and sat down in a corner, and no sooner had I done
so than four workmen came to disturb me by moving trestles.
No sooner had they gone than the ideas came to me in a vague
but satisfactory rush ; and I walked straight out again. I saw
Dorothy a third time, and exactly at 12 sat down to work and
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